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Seminar Learning

Purpose

The purpose is to equip preachers and teachers with the essential tools to enhance
their skill level and empower them to prepare and present biblical, relevant, and
effective messages with confidence.

ODbjectives
Explore the philosophical and theological foundations for preaching
Understand what Expository Preaching is and Is not
Appreciate the advantages and benefit of Expository Preaching
Learn basic principles of biblical interpretation (hermeneutics) in relation to the
process of developing biblical sermons (homiletics).
Learn a 3-phase process and steps for moving from text to sermon
Embrace the great privilege and responsiblility of preaching and teaching the Word of
God



Seminar Outline

Introduction to Homiletics & Expository Preaching
What is Homiletics?
Philosophical and theological foundations for preaching
What Is Preaching? (General Descriptions)
What Is Expository Preaching?
Advantages of Expository Preaching

Basics of Sermon Preparation: Moving from Text to Sermon
Bridge-Building
Hermeneutical B Homiletical Process
Inductive Bible Study Method (Structuring & Studying the Text)
Components of a sermon
Stages & Steps of Sermon Prep
Sermon Development (Structuring the Sermon)
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Preaching & Teaching Terms

Basic Bible Interpretation: A Practical Guide to Discovering Biblical Truth

HERMENUETICS

The science (principles) and art (task) by which the meaning
of the biblical text is determined.

EXEGESIS

The determination of the meaning of the biblical text in its
historical and literary contexts.

EXPOSITION
The communication of the meaning of the text along
with its relevance to present-day hearers.
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HOMILETICS

The science (principles) and art (task) by which the meaning
and relevance of the biblical text are communicated In a
preaching situation.

PEDAGOGY

The science (principles) and art (task) by which the meaning
and relevance of the biblical text are communicated in a
teaching situation.
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HOMILETICS 1s the study of

Academic Science < | PREACHING | > Art Form
(principles) ﬂ (task)
Spiritual Act of Worship
Preparation — Presentation
Composition <—= Exercise H H Event ==> | Communication
S S
ﬂ Prayer | Proclamation @
Sermon Construction ﬁ Personal Presence
Sermon Content Sermon Delivery
Sermon Contextualztn . . . Sermon Style
Dynamic experience of unfolding
the significance, meaning and
\ relevance of the grace of God and /
cross of Christ through the Word




What Is Preaching?




A Philosophy of Preaching
A Biblical Belief System

Philosophy defined:

An analysis of the grounds of and concepts expressing
fundamental beliefs

A system of philosophical concepts
A theory underlining or regarding a sphere of activity or thought

The most basic beliefs, concepts, and attitudes of an individual
or group

-- Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary 11t edition
Philosophy Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
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A Pauline Philosophy of Preaching

So | am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are In
Rome. For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for 1t Is the

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the

Jew first and also to the Greek. For In it the righteousr)ess
of God Is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, OThe

righteous shall live by faith.O [italics and underline mine]
Romans 1:15-17 (ESV)



A Pauline Philosophy of Preaching

And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech
or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And | was with you
INn weakness and In fear and much trembling, and my

speech and my message were not In plausible words of

wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power, that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men

but In the power of God. [italics and underline mine]
1 Cor 2:1-5 (ESV)



A Pauline Philosophy of Preaching

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not
with words of eloguent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of Its
power. For the word of the cross Is folly to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it Is the power of God. For it Is written, Ol will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning |
will thwart.O

Where Is the one who iIs wise? Where Is the scribe? Where Is the debater
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, In the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, It pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we

preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the

power of God and the wisdom of God. [italics and underline mine]
1 Cor 1:17-24 (ESV)
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JesusO Philosophy of Preaching

The Spirit of the Lord Is upon me, because he hath

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach

deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

Luke 4:18-19 KJV



Theological Foundation for Preaching

John R. W. Stott
Between Two Worlds: The Challenge of Preaching Today

Theology Is more important than methodology.
tOs not the technical, but the theological that matters most

OThe essential secret isnot mastering certain techniques
but being mastered by certain convictions.O

Theology = convictions; what undergirds the practice of
preaching

Methodology = techniques; the how toOs of preaching



5 Theological Convictions for Preachlng

John R. W. Stott
Between Two Worlds: The Challenge of Preaching Today

1. A Conviction About God

The kind of God we believe In determines the kind of sermons we
preach

2. A Conviction About Scripture

Scripture is GodOs Word written, thus He still speaks through what
He has spoken

GodOs Word is powerful

3. A Conviction About the Church

The church Is the new creation of God by His word and Is thus
dependent upon His word as Is His old creation (the universe)

The church needs His word: a deaf church Is a dead church
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5 Theological Convictions for Preaching

John R. W. Stott
Between Two Worlds: The Challenge of Preaching Today

4. A Conviction About the Pastorate (Preacher)
Entrusted with the deposit of revelation

Entrusted with the care of the flock through aspects of ministry of the
word (i.e., feeding, guiding, guarding, healing)

5. A Conviction About the Preaching
Preaching is indispensible to Christianity
Christianity Is a religion of the Word of God
Necessary to its authenticity; GodOs form of communication
Preaching is expounding of Scripture
Open what appears closed
Make plain what Is obscure
Unravel what is knotted
Unfold what is tightly packed

16



What Is Preaching?

In its simplest form, preaching is communicating GodOs word.

COMMUNICATION

The word communicate comes from the Latin word communicare, which

means Oto impart or share,O and that from the wordommunis, meaning
Ocommon.O

The root Idea of communication suggests that it is a process by which we
Impart ideas one to another.

The aim of communication Is the holding of ideas in common,
understanding them with the same meaning.
@
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The Nature of Preaching
Jerry Vines and Jim Shaddix

Power In the Pulpit: How to Prepare and Deliver Expository Sermons

The MODE: Oral Communication
Preaching Is primarily an oral event giving the Bible a voice (Standfield)

The MESSAGE: Biblical Truth

Preaching Is not communication about just any subject, but immersing
people In the truths contained In the Bible

The MEDIUM: Holy Spirit / Human Personality

Preaching is the Holy SpiritOs event whereby He communicates GodOs truth
through human personality

The MARK: Given Audience
Preaching is intentionally directed to a given audience
The MOTIVE: Positive Response

Preaching is intended to persuade people to say OYesO to God through the
message preached

18



Homiletics & Rhetoric

Frank A. Thomas
Introduction to the Practice of African American Preaching

Ol believe that homiletical rhetoric is essential in this twenty- first-century
digital and oral age as never before, and therefore means slightly loosening
preaching from its Barthian theological base. We live in a postmodern,
postcolonial, and poststructuralist age, and fewer and fewer people regard
the Christian Bible Oas the final, authoritative truth . . .with the Holy Spirit as
the witness and therefore no need to persuade an audienceO [Lucy Lind
Hogan and Robert Reid, Connecting with the Congregation: Rhetoric and
the Art of Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon, 1999). More and more persuasion

IS necessary, given the competing claims for truth and the lack of
predominance of the Christian faith in America and around the world. The

Christian preacher Is forced to persuade If the gospel Is to be relevant in this
contemporary global culture, or Christianity will become an enclaved faith

with a few sectarian adherents.O
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Effectiveness In Preaching
Synergistic Balance

Effective preaching Is a Spirit-empowered encounter that requires a Spirit-
dependency from the preacher, acknowledging the enterprise as a Spirit-driven
process and yielding to its Spirit-directed preparation and Spirit-demonstrated
proclamation for producing Spirit-desired results.

Effective preaching should exhibit a synergistic* balance of expository proclamation
of GodOs Word through the extraordinary power of the Holy Spirit.

A synergistic* balance of divine empowerment and diligent exposition (derived from
detailed exegesis) will increase the effectiveness of preaching in our postmodern

culture.
NJohnson Beaven

*Synergistic meaning that the sum of each element is greater than each separately, thus, havin
greater and more powerful effect. Greg Heidprrit-Led Preaching (Nashville, TN: B&H
Publishing Group, 2007), 77.
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What Is Preaching?
Christian Preaching (Bible-based)

Christian preaching is an expression of the revelation of God
through oral communication, declared by a God-called
messenger, by the enabling of the Holy Spirit, containing a
theological message from the biblical text, addressed to a
particular audience In their situation, with an aim of calling the
hears to faith in God.

--Wayne McDIll
The Moment of Truth



What Is Preaching?
Christian Preaching (Bible-based)

Bible exposition Is communicating the meaning of a text of Scripture in terms of
contemporary culture, with the specific goal of helping people to understand and obey
the truth of God. - Cmte. on Biblical Exposition

Preaching is the communication of biblical truth by man to men with the explicit
purpose of eliciting behavioral change.

- J. Daniel Baumann
An Introduction to Contemporary Preaching

Preaching is helping people hear from God.
- Kenton Anderson
Preaching with Conviction

Preaching is feeding people with transforming truth from the Word of God that
Informs, Instructs and inspires people and the church for change.

- Johnson Beaven 22



Rev. Dr. Frank A. Thomas

Christian Theological Seminary
Director, Compelling Preaching Initiative
Former Director, PhD Program in African American Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric

What Is Expository Preaching?
Interviews

I Dr. Howard John Wesley
I Pastor Jeffrey A. Johnson, Sr. https://youtu.be/mSNS14kaR5|
I Bishop Timothy J. Clarke

| Dr. Gina M. Stewart

I Dr. Kevin W. Cosby
I Rev. Dr. Claudette Anderson Copeland
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Expository Preaching
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

An expository sermon Is one that begins with a substantial passage of

Scripture and allows the principal thoughts of that passage to become
the outline for development and the basis for application.

--Edwin Hayden
OWhat is Expository Preaching?O

Starts with Scripture as antecedent of the sermon
Flows from Scripture to form the sermon
Directs the application of Scripture for living



Expository Preaching
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

Expository preaching is the contemporization of the central proposition of a biblical
text that is derived from proper methods of interpretation and declared through
effective means of communication to inform minds, instruct hearts, and Influence
behavior toward godliness.

--Ramesh Richard
Scripture Sculpture

RichardOs definition is expressed in three components:
the OwhatO or content, contemporization of the textOs central proposition

the OhowO or process, derived from the proper methods of interpretation and declared
through effective means of communication

the OwhyO or purpose, to inform minds, instruct hearts, and influence behavior toward
godliness. The OwhyO of RichardOs definition describes the aim of preaching as that

which should affect the whole person, the intellectNOmind,O the affectiveNOheart,O and
the volitionNObehavior.O
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Expository Preaching
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

Expository preaching is the communication of a biblical concept, derived from
and transmitted through a historical, grammatical, and literary study of a
passage In Its context, which the Holy Spirit first applies to the personality and
experience of the preacher, then through him to his hearers.

--Haddon Robinson
Biblical Preaching

The passage governs the Sermon.

The expositor communicates a concepit.
The concept Is from the text.

The concept is applied to the expositor.
The concept is applied to the hearers.
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Expository Preaching
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

Expository preaching Is an invitation for the preacher to explain the central
idea of the text to an audience with a means that would be understood by

the audience, while exhorting the audience to obey GodOs Wordvithin that
audienceOs contemporary social and ecclesial contexts.

--Eric C. Redmond

Say It! Celebrating Expository Preaching
In the African American Tradition

The expositor explains the central idea of the text.
The expositor communicates the central idea to be understood.
The expositors exhorts towards obeying GodOs Word.
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Expository Preaching
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

Expository preaching explains what the text means by what it says,

seeking to exhort the hearers to trust and obey the God-intended message
of the text. It Is preaching in which the point of the message Is rooted In,

aligns with and flows from the primary meaning of the sermon text.
--H.B. Charles, Jr.

What Expository Preaching is Not
What Is Expository Preaching? Well, Here's What It Is Not (churchleaders.com)

Explains the meaning of the text (by what it says).
Exhorts hearers to trust and obey GodOs Word.
The message and meaning Is found in and flows from the text.

28
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Expository Preaching
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

The expository sermon preaches the intended meaning and primary message of the
text. The study of the text should begin with observations that determine what the text

says. But observation must lead to interpretation and result in application for the sermon
to be true exposition.

The expository sermon has hermeneutical integrity and homiletical structure. Itis a
sermon that has purpose, derived from the meaning of the text. The elements of the
sermon support the purpose and move the message to a logical conclusion.

Expository preaching builds the sermon around the meaning of the textEand
communicates the central theme of the text.

Expository preacher must live in two worldsNthe world of the text and the world of the
hearer; builds a bridge between these two worlds.

Expository preaching is doctrinally sound, homiletically structured and pastorally
sensitive.

--H.B. Charles, Jr.

What Expository Preaching is Not
What |Is Expository Preaching? Well, Here's What It Is Not (churchleaders.com) 2
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Expository Preaching?
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

Richard Mayhue adequately identifies the minimal elements
that sustain this method of preaching.

The message finds its sole source in Scripture.

The message Is extracted from Scripture through careful
exegesis.

The message preparation correctly interprets Scripture In Its
normal sense and Iits context.

The message clearly explains the original God-intended
meaning of Scripture.

The message applies the Scriptural meaning today.



Expository Preaching?
(Truth-driven & Text-driven)

The most important and primary thrust of expository
preaching Is not the homiletical form of a sermon, but
rather the authority and inerrancy of GodOs Word.

By esteeming the Scriptures, expository preaching
honors God by responsibly re-presenting the text and,
thus, faithfully representing God as His spokesperson (1
Thess 2:4; 2 Tim 2:15).



4 Advantages of Expository Preaching
John R.W.Stott

Expository preaching is thoroughly biblical in its form, style, and
content.

It sets limits; restricting the exposition to the scriptural texts.

It demands integrity; using the literal, grammatical-historical
method of interpretation, It aims at protecting exposition from
Imposition.

It Identifies the pitfalls; the diversion of tangential pursuits and
distortion of the truth.

It gives confidence; because of the above three, the expositor
can confidently speak as GodOs spokesperson.



Dialogical Preaching

The root of the word dialogue Is taken from two Greek words: dia, which
means Oto divide,O ankbgos, a noun meaning Oword.O

Dialogical preaching Is the external, unsolicited action and exchange that
occurs between the preacher and those In the pews during the delivery of a
discourse or sermon. This exchange is based on the sermonOs theological,
practical, or emotional relevance that involves the people in the preaching
process.

Dialogical preaching is more than a mode of communication; it is a vehicle
that transforms the preaching process into a time of celebration.

In its very essence, it touches the heart of the congregationOs lives. ItOs
theological in nature based on biblical truth communicated In simplicity
coupled with a rhetorical flair.

N James Ford, Jr.
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Emphasis in African-American Pulpit
Expository & Dialogical Preaching

A greater emphasis of dialogical and expository preaching is spreading
through the black church.

This marriage Is a dynamic duo; dialogical primarily focuses on the

delivery of the sermon, whereas expository primarily focuses on the
development of the sermon.

Of COGIC clergy surveyed In a research on Pentecostal preaching, 63%
accept expository preaching as their preferred method.

From FordOs point of view, expository preaching is the meat of the meal,

while good dialogical preaching Is the gravy and seasoning that makes the
same piece of meat not only desirable, but also more memorable.

Richard Allen Farmer states, OA good meat will make its own gravy.O
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African-American Preaching Characteristics

Frank A. Thomas
Introduction to the Practice of African American Preaching

Centrality of the Bible --the Bible Is seen as the inspired and dynamic source for
understanding the world and the wise guide for lifeOs decisions

Experiential preaching Dby means of an eyewitness style of picture painting and
narration, the Bible is made to come alive

Existential exegesis --the sermon Is directed to resolve existential concern by exegesis
of Ejhle_ text to aadresses human need and illustrates for hearers the true meaning of life
and living

Inspiration of the Holy Spirit --the preacher depends on the Holy Spirit who ultimately
shapes and delivers the message through the preacher

Celebration --the preacher structures the sermon to hold suspense as long as Po_ssible,
afterlthe suspense Is resolved, the preacher celebrates with a powerful and uplifting
conclusion

Call and response --Iinteraction between preacher and congregation often with
Improvisations

Performative nature of the sermon --the word of God Is embodied/incarnated in the total
person of the preacher 3



Types of Sermons

Samuel Hogan & Nathaniel Van Cleave

Topical Sermon b begins with a theme and goal in the mind of the preacher
Takes from the text only a topic or subject
Divisions are invented by the preacher

Textual Sermon B usually deals with no more than three or four consecutive
verses

Takes from the text a subject and the main divisions
Main points are those clearly stated or implied by the passage

Expository Sermon D deals with passages longer than two to four
consecutive verses

Takes from the text a subject and main divisions
Main points & subdivisions are clearly stated/implied in passage
No idea can be introduced which doesnOt come from passage
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Types of Sermons

Samuel Hogan & Nathaniel Van Cleave

Doctrinal Sermon D explains biblical teachings, expounding on their
Importance and impact on living

Narrative Sermon b a recounting of the detalls or mirroring In detail a
biblical story (nine tenths of the Bible Is narrative)

Biographical Sermon b selects a character and examines the
characterOs life in relationship to lifeOs principles.

Dialectic Sermon b a discussion/investigation of logical argumentation
to arrive at the truth consisting of a thesis, antithesis and synthesis
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